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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-463
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Boyer
Date of Introduction: July 24, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, LUZ
Date of Analysis: July 26, 2018
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 (Zoning Code) to revise Part 15 (Communication Towers and Antenna Regulations) to incorporate new language regarding “small cell wireless facilities” necessitated by changes to the chapter resulting from the repeal and replacement of Part 4 (Communications Facilities) to address regulation of small cell wireless facilities. The bill adds references to small cell wireless facilities to the definitions of Track 1 and Track 2 towers. It prohibits rooftop or side-mount antennas from being sited on any lot containing a single-family dwelling unit as the principal structure. It adds references to small cell wireless facilities to the Performance Standards and Historic Landmarks, Historic Districts and Neighborhood Conservation Districts sections of the Zoning Code.
NOTE: See related Ordinance 2017-863
Background Information: A recent change in state law requires local governments to allow the installation of “small cell wireless facilities” infrastructure and limits the type of regulations and conditions that may be imposed by local governments on such installations. The LUZ and NCSPHS Committees, meeting jointly over the past year, have crafted legislation (pending Ordinance 2017-863) to provide for appropriate authorization and regulation of these facilities, which will facilitate the roll-out of the next generation 5G wireless technology.  This bill makes changes to other parts of the Zoning Code that are affected by or are referred to in the new Part 4 to be created by 2017-863.
Policy Impact Area: Wireless communication facilities; use of public rights-of-way
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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